215.   A PROTEST

The Editor
TOUNG INDIA

SIR,

I accept in the right spirit the stern rebuke which you have been
pleased to administer to me in Toung India of the 10th instant1 as coming
from a wise and sagacious general to an erring soldier; but you will, I
pray, permit me a few words of mild remonstrance. It was not very-
pleasant to read your strong remarks, but it was positively painful to find
that in writing about me in the way you had done you had been less
than just to your own great self. That calm dignity, that scrupulous
fairness to the worst opponent, that flowing charity and that sweet reason-
ableness which are such conspicuous features of your method of contro-
versy were unfortunately very nearly absent in this particular instance.

I was convinced that our meeting at Delhi in spite of the Presi-
dent having adjourned it was a defiance of constitutional proprieties. . .
that the Bengal and Madras members had no right to be there in view
of the President's ruling that their election was void. . - . I felt that the
Working Committee was . . .fast constituting itself into a power behind
the throne. I saw with dismay that the All-India Congress Committee in
its admiration for the great personalities who adorn the Working Com-
mittee was not only gifting away to that body one after another of its
own powers, but what was worse, those also of the President's without
the latter's permission and against his will reducing him thereby to the
position of a mere puppet. . . . My whole soul rebelled against this
topsy-turveydom. I do not think that the Congress Constitution contem-
plates the President as a mere figure-head whom the Working Committee
can order about as it likes. He owes his office to the choice of the nation.
He derives his authority directly from the Congress and he embodies,
in the theory of the Constitution, the collective wisdom and authority of
the entire body of delegates. His is the sole right of interpreting and
construing the Congress Constitution and his rulings in these matters as
also on questions of procedure are final and conclusive; this is not to say
that his rulings are always correct, but the way to set them right is not
by dealing a death blow to the dignity of the President's office as was
done at Delhi. . . * Your severe castigation far from shaking my con-
viction has made it stronger. ... to characterize my attitude as obstruc-

1 Vide "The All-India Congress Committee", 10-11-1921.